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Wliat was I*resldent Wilson's

part in framing the Peace of Paris?
For tnonths his followers and en-
-mieji at home and abroad have
tiail%| him as a world savior and
libeeator. railed at him as a mis-
"hlefrmaking menace to the uni¬
verse.

I propose to state here, keeping:
is Tfluch as possible to facts as I
know them and trying to shove into
the background personal opinions
ind .(prejudices, what Wilson has
accomplished, where he has suc-
<-eed#d and where failed, what con¬

cessions he has won and what with¬
drawals have been forced upon him.

Wilaaa or America.
Without the President, pcace in

any seal sense would have been im¬
possible.

Notoody. it seems to me. at all
conversant with the conflicts in the
allied camp can deny that state¬
ment, But whether it was Wilson
or America, the man or the nation,
to whom the credit should go. is a
problfem for history.

It Juiay have been the idealism
and personality of the man that
overbore opposition and carried the
i*on ferenee to agreement: it may
have bt en the most powerful nation
in the world, custodian of a con¬
trolling part of existing credit, food,
an I termed f«*rce. waWose wishes as
voir*# through the spokesman of
AmfHra could not be gainsaid. The
strteWfcent* made below as to what
Wil*fjj}i achieved may be taken in
ci?M»*n, sense.

.\tvi,own view is that the truth lies
In .. **>mhination of two: That Wil-
.oa :*h.- man could have done noth¬
ing Hhd he come to the Congress
fromjjny other country than Amer¬
ica. I^||t that the United States would
have.fai!ed to secure an approach
to -.MJaai Americans would regard
»s u i^Just peace had she been rep¬
resented by any other statesman
than 'Woodrow Wilson.
ThoHe major successes won by the

now firom one source and now from
anothar were these:

tObject* Vcenmpliihrri.
succeeded in substituting for

a projected alliancc against Germany
of Ih*4'great powers who won the war
a Icatfue of nations into which all
comities, friendly and enemy, may
ultimiiely he admitted, and in setting
up ir.Hchinery by wnicti he believes
wars In future will be made improb¬
able impossible. This, his greatest
triumph, would have been impossible
without the steadfast support of Great
Britain.
But Great Britain, without America,

was not in ;i position even to attempt
to carry the league idea into effect
against the jealousies and suspicions
of France and Italy.

Paris against opposition

n

f 2. Jfe succeeded in forcing through
the "mandate" project, whereby for
annexation of semi-civilized or savage
countries is substituted control by
single powers under the supreme sway
of the league.

3. He was instruments! in reconcil¬
ing the most savage differences, that
without him might have split the con-
ferenee. between Poles. Rumanians,
Czecho-SIovaks. and Jugo-Slavs. re¬

garding their respective boundaries.
It Is too early to say that wars will
not soon break out in the Middle East,
but. if they do not. to Wilson (or
America) belongs the credit,

4. He resisted to the point of open
rupture the Imperialist demands of
Italy in the Adriatic, and at this writ-
ing it appears that he will carry this
one major point that still remains to
be settled, and that FTume will be the
great seaport of the new Slav nation.

W on Great Vletory.
In the Far Hast, it now appears,

the President won a qualified victory,
even though by secret agreements
Britain. France and Italy had agreed
to support Japanese claims at the
Peace Conference. This success, one
of the least talked about, is perhaps
one of the most important to the
credit of Wilson.

I place this point In the list of
{Wilson's successes with reservations;
it is perhaps not yet quite clear what
.Japan proposes to do.
Now to turn to the debit side of

the ledger. What has Wilson had to
give up. where has he had to with¬
draw or modify his desires?

In putting down the list that fol-
lows it must be said that perhaps, on
some of these issues, the President
changed his mind in the light of fuller
information and gave ground because
convinced; there is no way for me to
separate those points upon which for
political reasons the lh*esident was
compelled to compromise from those
upon which he altered his personal
viewpoint during the negotiations.

1. He abandoned completely his doc¬
trine of the "freedom of the seas."
By this surrender he worv the support
of suspicious, alarmed Britain to most
of the rest of his program. I give
below from personal observation and
discussion the story of the "conver¬
sion" of Downing street, at the end
of laet December, to the President
during the visit to Tx>ndon that was

pregnant with the fate of the world.

Failed In KfTort.
2. He failed in his effort to for¬

mulate a Russian policy; though.
sinc»' every other power that had
a policy also failed, this point can
hardly be counted against the
President.

3. He modified very decidedly his
views concerning the transfer of
populations without their consent
from one country to another in
consenting to French control of the
Saar coal regions.
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He prevented. It la true, French
annexation , of all the regions on
the left bank of the Rhine. but the
arrangement finally concluded
whereby the Saar district passes
under French sway for a term of
years appears to me a formula con¬
cocted to save Wilaon'a face and
cover over the abandonment of one
of the fourteen points.

4. He failed.as did all his col¬
leagues separately and collectively
.to bring about a working agree-
raent between the various new and
Old nations In central and eastern
Europe for the free passage of
food and raw materials.

,The *ad conditions of starvation
lout Tl",Vryexl,tlnfr through-

"f,f Europe resulted from
jjeajousles and old hatreds across

l-.°. ut
'* ,hat the President

J?" J® to *MU«*c. though he
»*iH »

ard and with some limited
and local successes.
Th're ar' other questions, such

which' i. 1*.nUy Problem, uponwhich It Is Impossible at present
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basis of peare. »«!.» »? . as a

I Supreme War Con»f» f"n at tb,>
had insisted that hep

'n °t,oh"
Wilson basis o? JL" ""nt '» «he
sea view*

Peace excepted his

naniri ce'rt:r.m^"-1
Papers ramed th#.

m'ri<an new*-

'their utte";rjh,w-a/"r- and
England with a strlr»ZT d ln
that could not have aJl">«lon
inthl. country*t*h^tliT1"n
nately unfortu-
Americans wCfw ? '"bject. or

a threat that if n ? Knsland as

ssHSn"iaaasSstS
'on the cont?ne^tmr<^'nn0Pti*C; 'd'ul,,

IdwYlarm- 'n'd"1"¦«
iss.rzssJrTZzp
and Marshal Foch.

* aly'
Gosslp at the time In ....

¦ drawing-rooms referred to ihu
jnieeting as the "Continental AHI-
j <. against Wilson. The truth

'not3 kn" ,he. al,'ed chieftains did'
not know what was In Wilson ,
mind, and they were hadly scared

¦day! tateWaK,t"1 m°re "p!"'t a few
.lays later hy wireless message*

I {r',m th.e George Washington to the
"feet that the President w« ol his! teen iv*i *

fl*hl" f°r the four¬
teen points, by statements from the!
same source that the freedom of
the seas w.s a cardinal point inI hi8 Policies, and by what were re-1
garded in London as the wantonly
provocative speeches of Daniels.

France, too. feared that the ex-
aggerated idealism attributed by
pacifists and Socialists to Wilson
meant that the President would seek
to deprive her of security, while
Italy correctly interpreted the con-
Bict between the fourteen points and
her aims in the Adriatic.

« ontlncnlal Alliance.
Accordingly the phrase "Continental

Alliance' was not far wide of tbel
mark. !

So in the middle of December t he-1
diplomatic situation looked dark for
Wilson and America. Alarmed by!
what they thought to be our vague
mipractieal and Utopian plans, the
European allies had felt compelled to
lake, counsel together as to how to!
withstand this mysterious school!
teacher who was coming out of the,
West amid a storm of criticism from1
his own people.

It was on Boxing Day, the tradl-1
lional British holiday on the morrotv
of Christmas, that the President came
to I.ondon. Those who knew the feel¬
ing existing in England were on lip-;
toe with anxiety and apprehension
especially as the President made a
bad start
Misled by those around him who

should have known better, he upset
the entire social life of the capital
among high and low alike by arriv¬
ing on a holiday when every English¬
man. who can. goes out of town
"Most unfortunate visit, sir." said an
a*ed valet in my apartment house.
"The King has to remain, sir He
had planned to go to Sandrlngham
to shoot his pheasants, sir." And the
feeling that a state welcome must be
extended to the American President
upset the holiday plans, not only of
the royal family, but of 1.000.000 others.
The President came, received his

historic welcome from the crowds,
an! disappeared from public view
within thai gates of Buckingham Pal¬
ace.

It was the next morning, December
that he met I*loyd George and the

other members of the war cabinet.
At the end of that hiatoric day Arthur
Balfour was able, with a quiet
chuckle, to insinuate an "I told you
so" to his colleague*, for It has been
Balfour all along, whb, from hla
knowledge of the President s mind
gained during his American trip In
1917. refused to believe any of the antl-
Britlsh sentiments attributed In Lon¬
don to Wilson

Nations Agree.
Two dnyg later in liia Downing street

residence Lloyd George assured a

^
group of American correspondents
who had been brought over from
Paris "America and Britain are at
one upon every point." That state¬
ment waa true, and meant vaatly more

posed
m°*t h'S hearer" ,hen sup.

It meant that the President had
r^hed an understanding within forty-
ei*ht bourn with the statesmen of Brit
ain that completely cleared away mls-
and«»atyidlngs and fears that had led
Knfla7d,to counsel with France
and Italy a few days before The
"Continental Alliance." Inaofar as any

Reports have it that the Russian Reds have no use for churches.
Perhaps this fantastic structure is the reason. It was built by a mad
monk at Moscow in the sixteenth century. Ivan, the Terrible, put
out the eyes of the designer so he would never do another like it.
There's a chapel under each dome and walls so thick the doorways
arc like tunnels, and the passages like richly frescoed catacombs. ,
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policy against President Wilson was

concerned, had died on December 27.
America and Britain, from the first

day of the Peace Conference, were to
be found shoulder to shoulder on

every disputed issue of supreipe im¬
portance.
Many versions circulated in inform¬

ed London quarters of what President
Wilson had said, what Lloyd George
had replied, during their historic talk
on December 27 that changed the
course of history.
None of them are sufficiently plaus¬

ible to bo worth repeating. The main
thing that did happen was that Presi¬
dent Wilson gave up. dropped com¬
pletely. his theory of the 'freedom of
the seas" as that doctrine wax inter¬
preted by some of his supporters on

this side. Whether he offered IJoyd
tioorge a frank surrender on this is¬
sue in return for support on every¬
thing else, whether he explained that
the "freedom of the seas" never meant
what Britons thought it meant. I do
not know.
President Wilson's surrender, or

change of mind, in I»ndon on the sea
issue, wan regarded by the British a*
a great victory. It implies. they be¬
lieve. the virtual abandonment of the
whole historic American position re¬

garding the rights of neutral com¬
merce in war time and the limitations
of blockade.
And Britain has paid in full for the

concession, backing up Wilson to
the limit of her powers in every other
issue that has eome forward in Parts,
pulling even one of her own dominions
in line with American policy on the
question of mandates for the German
islands in the Pacific.
French annoyance with British be¬

havior at the conference. French and
Italian complaints that "perfidious
Albion"* has backed her Anglo-Saxon
ally as against the I^atin races, are

based in part upon the breakdown of
the understanding reached at the
Ixmdon conference before President

I Wilson arrived.
That understanding. Britain con-

tends, was contingent upon President
Wilson pressing a sea policy that the

. President dropped at once.

7he Amazing Story of
Maria Botchkareva

Leader of the Russian Battalion of Death

CONTINUED FROM PAGE ONE.

other officers were called out. Each

. Undress.
of them was ordered to cast off his
uniform and remain in his under¬
garments.
The Bolsheviks needed all the uni¬

forms they could get, and this was
such an inexpensive way of obtain¬
ing them!
Tears streamed down my checks.

The old General was near me.
"Don't cry!" he urged me. "We

will die together."
Not all the prisoners were in our

group. Those remaining kis*ed m«*

farewell. The parting among the
men was alone sufficient to pierce
one's heart.

Knelt and Prayed.
"Well, we will follow you in an

hour or two," those who were left
behind said bravely.

After I took my boots off. I re¬
moved the icon from my neck and
fell before it on my knees.
"Why should I die uuch a death?"

I eried. "For three years 1 have
suffered for my country. Is this
shameful end to be my reward?
Have mercy. Holy Mother! If not
for the sake of humble Maria, then
for the sake of my destitute old
mother and my aged father! Have
morcy!"
Here I collapsed completely and

became hysterical.
After a few moments an officer

approached me. put his hand on my
shoulder, and said:
"You are a Russian officer. We

are dying for a righteous cause. Rr

strong and die as it behooves an of¬
ficer to die!"

I made a superhuman effort to
control myself The tears stopped,

fl arose and announced to the

guards:
J "I am ready."
| We were led out from the car. all
of u.> in our undergarments. A few
hundred feet away was the field of
slaughter. There wore hundreds'
upon hundreds of human bodies
heaped there. As we approached
the place, the figure of Pugatchov.
marching about with a triumphant
face, cam«* into sight. He was in
charge of the firing squad, com-
posed of about one hundred men.
some of whom were sailors, others
[soldiers, and others dressed as Red
Guards.

Thoannndn of Corpora.
We were surrounded and taken

toward a slight elevation of ground,
and placed in a line with our barks
toward the lilll. There were corpses,
behind us. in front of us. to our left,
to our right, at our very feet. There
were at least a thousand of them.
The scene was a horror of horrors.
The poisonous odors were choking
us. The executioners did not seem
to mind it so much. They were
used to them.

1 was placed at the extreme right
of the line. Next to me was the old
General. There were twenty of us
altogether.
"We are waiting for tho commit-

;toe." Pugatchov oxplain^d th^ delay
in tho prneeerlinKP.
"What a pleasurenib hod his
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bands. laughing. "We have a wom¬
an tbday."
"Ah, yes." he added, turning to as

all. "you can write letters home and
ask that your bodies be sent there
for burial. If you wish. Or you can
ask for other favors."
The suspense of waiting was as

cruel as anything else about the
place. Every officer's face wore an

expression of Implacable hatred for
that brute of a man. Fugatchov.
Never have I seen a more blood¬
thirsty perVert. I- did not think
that such a man was to be found In
Russia.
Thd waiting wore me out aoon and

I fell again on my knees, praying
to the little icon, and crying to
Heaven:
"God. when have I sinned to earn

such a death? Why should I die
like a dog. without burial, without
a priest, with no funeral? And who
will take care of my mother? She
will expire when she learns of myend."
The Bolshevik soldiers broke out!

laughing. My pleading touched
their sense of humor. They Joked
and made merry.

"Don't cry. my child." the General
bent over me, patting me. '"They
are savages. Their hearts are of]stone. They would not even let us
receive the lsst sacrament. Let us
die like heroes, nevertheless."
His words cave me strength. 11

got up, straightened myself out and
said:

"All Tight, I will die as a hero."
Then, for about ten minutes, I!

gared at the faces of our execution-
scrutinizing their features. It'

was hard to distinguish in themjsigns of humanity. They were)Hussion soldiers turned inhuman.
The lines in their faces were those'
of brutal apes.
"My God! What hast Thou done

to Thy children?" I prayed.In a long file the numerous events
..f my life passed before me. Mychildhood, those years of hard labor
in the little grocery store of Nasta-
sia Leontievna; the affair with La-
aov: my marriage to Botchkarev:Yasha; the throe yearn of war;
they all passed through my imagi¬
nation. nom<> incident* strangelygripping my interest for a moment
or two. others flitting by hastily. (Somehow that episode of my early I
life. when I quarreled with the little
boy placed in mv charge and the]undeserved spanking I got from hi*
mother xtood out very prominently
in mv mind. It was my flrst act of
self-assertion. I rebelled and es¬
caped. . . . Then there was the;jump into the Oh. It almost weemed
that it was not I who sought relief
in its c-old. deop waters from the
ugly Afanasi. But I wished that I
had b"en drowned then, rather than
die such a death. . . .

CHAPTER XIX.
SAVED BY A MIRACLE.

The investigation committee final- Jly appeared in the distance, pe-;
trukhin was leading them. There
were^tyolvf numbers present, the
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tpqp tkittlMt tpptr«Us| htvlat
Joined the other ten.
Ton Me how kind we ere." tone

of the soldiers said. "We ere hav¬
ing: the committee present at your
execution."
None of ue answered.
"We were all to see Sebltn. the

Commander in Chief/* Petrukhin
announced as soon as he approached
near enough to Pugatchov. "He
said that Botchkareva would have
to be shot, but not necessarily now
and with this croup."
A ray of hope was lit in my soul.
"Nothing of the sort!" Pugatchov

bawled angrily.
"What is the matter here? Why

thl* postponement? The list Is al¬
ready made up."
The soldiers supported Pugktchov.
"Shoot herf Finish her now!

What's the use of bothering with
her again!" cried the men.
But just as Pugatchov sensed that

Petrukhin had obtained tho delay
hoping to save me. so the latter re¬
alised that words would not be suf¬
ficient to carry his argument. Ba]had provided himself with a note
from Sablin.
"Here is an order from the Com-1

m.sr In Chief,- Petrukh* de
«hn4. pulling out a HPrr *1'
mmys that Botchkar*»a shall k
taken to ray compartment In Um
railway' carriage u4 kept there un
derr guard."

Pugatrhov JumH up u If btttes
But the" committee here rallied tt
the support of Petrukhln. >r(til*)that order* were orders, and that 1
would be executed later
Not the least Interested spcctatoi.f the heated discussion was myselfThe offlcem followed the argum*-tj

breathlessly. too. The sold ten
(rumbled. The foreAs of life anr
death struggled within me. Kovt
the flrst would triumph, now th«
second, depending oa the turn ol
the quarrel.
"Nothing doing:" shouted Pugat

chov. thrusting aside the order of
the Comman^r In Chief. "It's to<
late for orders like that! We wil
.hoot her! Enough words!"
At this moment I became aware ol

oae of the two newly arrived com
mltteemen startup at me Intently
He took a couple of step* tower*"
me. Sent his head on the side.

CONTINUED ON PAGE NINK.
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